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Everyday begins with agriculture.  

 

We hope you and your students enjoy this manual with accompanying educational suggestions and 
activities.  Used in combination, these tools will teach youth about the many foods and food 
products that are produced in Iowa.  Photocopy any of the pages so you can share the ideas and 

display the lessons. 
 

Just what is agriculture?  Isnõt that the same as farming? 

 
A common definition of farming is the business of operating a farm.  Sure, we can look at how to 

operate a farm.  However, agriculture is more than farming! 
 

Agriculture is the science, art, or occupation concerned with cultivating land, raising crops, and 
feeding, breeding, and raising livestock.  It is also the production of crops, livestock, or poultry. 

 
You can see if we look at the entire picture, we really can understand where and what happens to 
eggs, corn, soybeans, meats, and milk after they leave the farm and before they get to our dinner 

table.   
 

Learning about where our food comes from will be an exciting learning experience.   
 

Try a visit to a local producer for starters.  Contact a county Farm Bureau for additional 
information. 
 

¶ Science and the development of new foods, packaging, and distribution are a large part of this 
food chain.   

¶ Check with your local extension office for more information about food safety or any of the 
members listed in this manual.   

¶ Research, math, engineering, manufacture, and the protection of natural resources and the 
environment are all important parts of our food cycle. 

 
If youõre still not sure agricultural topics are interesting, think for a moment about todayõs 
experiences.  Ask yourself these questions: 

 
Did you eat breakfast?  Did you use soap or toothpaste today?  Where did that cup of coffee, juice, or milk come 

from? Certainly they traveled further than the grocery aisles! 

 

Please log on to www.agaware.org  to access additional materials and resources.  We would 

appreciate an email from you providing feedback on these materials.  We are interested in your 
name; library/school address, number of students reached, and grade level. This information will 
aide in our future project development.  Have a great Ag day! 

 
  

  

http://www.agaware.org/


  
 

 
 

 
 
  

    

 

 

NOTE : Each organization is 

interested in sharing the  impor-

tance of agriculture in our soci-
ety. Contact them for additional 

information.  
 
Agribusiness Association  of Iowa 

Joan OõBrien, 

Vice President of Operations 

900 Des Moines Street  
Des Moines, IA 50309-5549 

Phone: 515-262-8323    

FAX: 515-262-8960  
joano@agribiz.org  
www.agribiz.org 

 

Iowa Agricultural  

Development Authority 

Jeff Ward, Program Planner 

505 5th Avenue, Suite 327 

Des Moines, IA 50309-5549 

Phone: 515-281-6444   

FAX: 515-281-8618 

jeff.ward@iada.state.ia.us 

www.iada.state.ia.us 

 

Iowa Beef Industry Council 

Nancy Degner, Exec. Director                                                

2055 Ironwood Ct. 

Ames, IA 50014   

Phone: 515-296-2305 ext. 216 

FAX: 515-296-4873                                             

info@iabeef.org      www.iabeef.org 

 

Iowa Department of  

Agriculture & Land Stewardship, 

Communications Director 

Dustin Vandehoef  

& Tess Capps 

Henry A Wallace Building 

Des Moines, IA 50319 
dustin.vandehoef@iowaAgriculture.gov 

tess.capps@iowaAgriculture.gov 

www.iowaAgriculture.gov  

 

Iowa Egg Council 

Director of Consumer Affairs                          

8515 Douglas Avenue, Suite 9 

Urbandale, Iowa 50322-2924 

Phone: 515-727-4701    

Fax: 515-727-4707 

elizabeth@iowaegg.org 

www.iowaegg.org 

 

Laura Carlson, IAAC Office 

1232 Edgebrook Drive 

Story City, IA 50248 

FAX: 515-733-5172 

lcarlson@agaware.org 

Iowa Farm Bureau Federation 

Melissa Brooks,  

Leadership Programs Coordinator 

5400 University Avenue 

West Des Moines, IA 50266 

Phone: 515-225-5425   

FAX: 515-225-5661 

mbrooks@ifbf.org  www.ifbf.org 

www.farmbureaukids.com 

 

Iowa FFA Association &  

Iowa Department  of Education 

Dale Gruis, State FFA Advisor 

Alan Spencer, FFA Executive Sec. 

Grimes State Office Bldg 

Des Moines, IA 50319-0146 

Phone: 515-281-4712   

FAX: 515-281-6544 

Alan.spencer@ed.state.ia.us 

Dale.gruis@ed.state.ia.us 

www.agiowa.org 

 

Iowa Pork Producers Association 

Joyce Hoppes,  

Consumer Information  Director 

1636 NW 114th Street 

Box 71009 

Clive, IA 50325-0009 

Phone: 515-225-7675   

FAX: 515-225-0563 

jhoppes@iowapork.org 

www.pork4kids.com 

 

Iowa Sheep Industry Association 

Marsha Spykerman, 

Executive Director 

5771 230th Street 

Sibley, IA 51249 

Phone: 712-736-2109   

FAX: 712-736-2109 

info@iowasheep.com 

www.iowasheep.com 

 

Iowa Soybean Association  

Amanda Wall,  

Producer Services Coordinator/

Outreach Marketing Specialist 

4554 NW 114th Street 

Urbandale, IA 50322-5410 

Phone: 515-251-8640   

FAX: 515-251-8657 

awall@iasoybeans.com 

www.iasoybeans.com 

 

 

 

Iowa State University  

Agriculture Education  

and Studies Department 

Dr. Robert Martin, Chair  

201 Curtiss 

Ames, IA 50011 

Phone: 515-294-0896   

FAX: 515-294-0530 

drmartin@iastaste.edu 

www.ageds.iastate.edu 

 

Iowa State University Extension 

4-H Youth Development 

Janet  Toering, Program Specialist 

Extension 4-H Youth Building  

Ames, IA 50010  

Phone: 515-294-1018    

FAX: 515-294-4443 

janeta@iastate.edu 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/

learningandliving/  

 

Iowa Turkey Federation 

Gretta Irwin, Executive Director 

525 E. Lincolnway Box 825 

Ames, IA 50010 

Phone: 515-232-7492   

FAX: 515-232-2825 

info@iowaturkey.org  

www.iowaturkey.org  

 

Living History Farms 

Daniel Jones,  

Manager of Educational Programs 

2600 111th Street 

Urbandale, IA. 50322 

Phone: 515-278-5286   

FAX: 515-278-980-8 

education@lhf.org 

www.lhf.org  

 
Midwest Dairy Council  

Carrie Scheidel,  

Nutrition Program Manager 

101 NE Trilein 

Ankeny, IA 50021 

Phone: 515-964-0696   

FAX: 515-964-5498 

cscheidel@midwestdairy.com 

www.midwestdairy.com 

 
Silos & Smokestacks Nat'l Heritage  

Lynne Wagner, Education Coordinator 

209 W. 5th Street, Suite E,Box 2845 

Waterloo, IA 50704-2845 

Phone: 319-234-4567 

FAX: 319-234-8228 

lwagner@silosandsmokestacks.org 

www.silosandsmokestacks.org 



Use the following phrases to highlight a display, create a bulletin board, draw attention to an area of 
the library or build a program around. Use enlarged clipart pieces, catalog photos, old calendars, or 

coloring books to add additional dimension to the display. Or, ask children to draw the animals or 
objects mentioned and display those as well. If you have stuffed animals or puppets or other three 

dimensional items to add to the displayñmake it come alive! Bring in baskets, wheelbarrows, plastic 
vegetables, buckets, hoes, etc. You will be surprised by how quickly things fly off the shelves when 

you dress up your display. 
 
¶ Iõm in the Moo-d for a Good Book 

¶ In the Moo-d for a Good Book? Visit the Library! 
¶ Get in the Moo-d to Read! 

¶ Gobble Up a Good Book 
¶ Letõs Talk Turkey About Books 

¶ Waddle Over to the Childrenõs Books 

¶ Cookinõ Up Something Special? Check Out Our Cookbooks 

¶ Plow Through These Good Books 

¶ Weõre Growing Readers 

¶ A Harvest of Good Reading Is Available at the Library 

¶ Weõve Got A Crop of Good Books 

¶ This Is Our Best Crop 

¶ A Crop of New Books 
¶ These Books Are Outstanding in Their Field 
¶ New Subjects Keep Cropping Up at the Library  

¶ Plant a Seed, Read! 

¶ Egg-stra Special Reading Choices 

¶ Egg-ceptional Reading at the Library 
¶ Egg-ceptionally Good Reads 

¶ Egg-citing Reading at the Library 
¶ Weõre All EarsñBooks on Tape/CD 

¶ Ewe Can Check Out Movies Here 

¶ Weõve Got Good Books for Ewe 

¶ Pig Out on Books 

¶ Go Hog Wild for Books 
¶ Donõt Hog the BooksñReturn Them on Time 

¶ Go Whole Hog at the LibraryñRead, Listen, View 
¶ Crow About Books 
¶ Books Worth Crowing About 

¶ Wake-Up and Read 
¶ These Movies Are Worth Crowing About 

¶ Old MacDonald Has Nothing on Us, Weõve Got a Farm in Every Library! 
¶ Old MacDonald Has a Farm at This Library! 

¶ On This Farm We Have Some Books 
¶ Cheep! Cheep! Cheep! Libraries Offer FREE Programs 
¶ No Horsinõ Around, Reading Is Fun! 

¶ Bee a Reader 
¶ Let Us Steer You in the Direction of a Good Book 

 
 



¶ Using the pattern for an ear of corn, write the titles of a variety of books on a bunch of the ears. 
Display them on a bulletin board with the heading òWeõve Got a Crop of Good Books!ó or òThis 

Is Our Best Cropó with a group of award winning titles. 
 

¶ Ask a local farmer to loan you some tools and display those around the library. Get kids 
acquainted with unfamiliar items. 

 
¶ See if you can get catalogs or fliers from farm suppliers and manufacturers. Create an òI Spyó 

collage where students locate items that might be found on a farm. Supplement non-agricultural 

items with magazine photos. 
 

¶ Contact a Century Farm in your area. Display photos and other memorabilia along with books 
depicting family farms or farming through the ages. 

 

¶ Select books about farm products. Set up a display that looks like a Farmerõs Market ñ add 
bushel baskets and plastic fruit or vegetables to create an eye-catching display. 

 
¶ Place plastic eggs around a display of your favorite authorõs books. Add the title òEgg-ceptionally 

Good Reads.ó   
 

¶ Using a list of by-products, exhibit some of the items. Provide large flash cards with the names of 
the original product. See if kids can identify the by-product with itõs origin. 

 

¶ Invite local 4-H members to showcase their projects at the library. If they feel confident enough to 
speak to a group, this could also be a free program for kids.  

 
¶ Use the list of special Ag-related days and celebrations. Display books highlighting the subject of 

the celebrations.  Be sure to check Chaseõs Calendar of Events for the current yearõs celebration dates. 

 

¶ Seek out a patron that has a collection of miniature tractors and see if you can display them 
throughout the library. Make sure to take an inventory and keep them safe from curious patrons. 

 

¶ Display a plat map of your community and see if children can identify homes, businesses, roads 
that are familiar. 

 
¶ Ask local farmers to share aerial views of their farms. See if children can locate a barn, stable, 

chicken coop, silo, fields, machine shed, etc. from this new vantage point. 
 
¶ Ask a farm family to describe their dayñfrom sun-up to sundown! Make up a time table so that 

children will know that farming isnõt a 9-5 job. 

 

¶ Do you have a volunteer with a digital camera? See if you can enlist them to visit several farms 
around your area and take pictures of the farm families. Be sure to have them take individual as 

well as group photos. Display them throughout the library with the caption òThe Faces of Todayõs 
Farmersó. This will help educate children about the wide range of individuals involved in farming. 
Be sure to contact families ahead of time to make arrangements for the visit. 

 
¶ Ask an FFA member to create a display about what it means to work on a farmñfrom a kidsõ 

perspective.  
 



Create a Barn Structure Over Your Book Stacks. Get a large piece of cardboard from a recycling 

center, appliance center or manufacturer. Cut a large rectangle out of the cardboard. Create a roof by 

folding the piece in half to form the peakñor tape two pieces together. This piece should be wide 
enough to fit across the two stacks. Once youõve formed the peak, cut triangular pieces to create the 

front and back. You may want to cut the triangles slightly larger and cut tabs to fold back and secure 
to the peak pieces. Attach with heavy-duty tape. You may also want to attach a string or wire to the 

ceiling from the top of the roof for extra security. Paint the cardboard red and if possible cover the 
ends of the stacks with red paper. Draw in additional details: hayloft, weathervane, etc. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Make a Simple Silo! You will need two pieces of large poster board. Curl one piece to make a 

cylinder, overlapping the edges slightly. Secure the entire seam with tape. You may also want to 

staple the ends for extra strength. Using the other piece of poster board, cut out a large half-circle. 
Bring the two straight edges together to form a cone shape. Place this on top of the cylinder and there 

is your silo! You can make these out of smaller pieces of poster board or cardstock as well. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Grow a Field on Your Wall! This may be just the spot to hang the names of the kids participating in 

your program. You will need long strips of green paper. These can be as wide as you want them to be 

based on the size of wall you will be covering. The strips running horizontally will need to be longer 
than those running vertically. Lay your long strips out on the floor, making sure the ends are even. 

Begin weaving the shorter strips under and over the long strips forming a basic weave pattern. This 
weaving will give the field texture and represent the rows in the field. Once you have completed the 

weaving, secure the pieces together with tape. Hang your field on the wall. You decide what the crop 
will be!  

 
Variation: You can also do this with brown paper at the beginning of the program to represent the 
newly planted field. Change to the green field as crops begin to grow. 

Cut on dotted lines 

and fold back. Secure 

with tape. 

Place on top 

Cut out a half-circle using the  

pattern above as a guide. 



January   Oatmeal Month* 
January -February       Food Check-Out Day -- Determined by American Farm Bureau Federation 

 
February   National Cherry Month*  

    National Potato Loversõ Month* 
                          National FFA Week 

 
March    National Frozen Food Month*  
    National Nutrition Month*  

               National Pig Day* 

              National Ag WeekñAnnually, the week that includes the first day of Spring 

              National Ag DayñAnnually, the first day of Spring 
 

April     National Pecan Month* 
    National Soy foods Month* 
    Keep America Beautiful Month* 

    National Lawn & Garden Month*  
    Animal Cruelty Prevention Month*  

               National Garden WeekñAnnually, the second full week in April 
               Egg Salad WeekñAnnually, the full week after Easter 

               Earth Day* 
               National Arbor DayñProposed to be held annually the last Friday in April  
 

May    National Beef Month* 
    National Strawberry Month* 

    National Salad Month* 
    National BBQ Month*  

    National Egg Month*  
    National Hamburger Month*  
    National Salsa Month* 

    Clean Air Month*  
 

June    National Dairy Month*  
    Turkey Loversõ Month* 

    National Safety Month* 
    World Environment Day*   

 

July    National Bison Month*  
    National Ice Cream Month* 

    National July Belongs to Blueberries Month* 
    Nation al Picnic Month*  

                 National Ice Cream DayñAnnually, the Third Sunday in July 
                RAGBRAI  
 




